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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )Kl Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 July 2007 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is' 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4 and 6-9 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Robinett et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,351,474) in view of Williams (U.S. Patent No. 

6,134,419). 

Referring to claim 1, Robinett discloses a data processing system for data 
received by a broadcast data receiver (see Figures 1 and 4). 

Robinett also discloses a broadcast data receiver provided for receiving multiple 
transport streams of digital data which are transmitted from a source at a remote 
location (see Figure 1 for receiver 30 receiving transport streams 1-3 from an 
external source), said digital data in each transport stream including a series of 
packets of data provided with associated codes to indicate the type of data, wherein the 
data includes video, audio or auxiliary data (see Column 3, Line 1 through Column 4, 
Line 59). 
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Robinett also discloses that the receiver is provided with a plurality of adaptors, 
each of which receives a different transport stream of said digital data (see Column 18, 
Lines 25-28). 

Robinett also discloses that said receiver is further provided with means that 
allow the selection and combination of packets of data from said multiple transport 
streams of data multiplexed into a single stream of data in response to control 
commands (see Figure 1 for remultiplexing transport streams 10-13 into a single 
output/transport stream 18). 

Robinett also discloses that said selected packets of data are combined and 
further processed to generate video, audio or auxiliary data therefrom (see Column 1, 
Lines 57-63). 

Robinett also discloses that each transport stream of data including transport 
packets provided with packet identification codes for the packets of data in the stream 
(see Column 3, Lines 16-21), and a transport stream identification code is allocated to 
each of the transport packets (see Column 6, Lines 8-26 for MPEG-2 compliant 
transport streams, where each transport stream inherently contains a transport 
stream ID (TSID) and that each transport stream contains multiple packets with a 
PID assigned to each packet (see above), therefore all packets that are 
placed/allocated into a specific transport stream are allocated to the transport 
stream itself) to allow identification and differentiation of each of the packets of data in 
terms of the specific stream of data from which they originate (Column 6, Lines 8-26 
for MPEG-2 compliant transport streams, which inherently contain a transport 



Application/Control Number: 09/805,867 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2623 

stream ID (TSID) assigned to each transport stream to identify each individual 
transport stream), and selection of the appropriate data packets to form the said 
multiplex single stream of data received by the receiver (see Column 12, Lines 58-65), 
and wherein the allocation of the transport stream identification code allows the 
differentiation of a packet of data in a first transport stream from any packet of data in a 
further transport stream which has the same packet identification code (see again 
Column 12, Lines 58-65, Column 18, Lines 45-62, Column 19, Lines 17-40, Column 
20, Lines 37-51 and Column 22, Lines 54-57). 

The examiner notes that the claim limitations "allocate" and "allocating" is 
broad and does not specifically recite that the transport packet identification 
code is physically inserted into the signal. The examiner recommends changing 
the claim language back to "added" and "addition". 

Although Robinett teaches tuning to a specific frequency (see Column 4, Lines 
36-40) and receiving multiple transports streams at a receiver (see Figures 1 and 4), 
Robinett fails to disclose a plurality of tuners and different sources from remote 
locations. 

Williams discloses a transmodulator that receives multiple programming signals 
transmitted from remote locations from different sources (see Figure 1) and a plurality 
of tuners (see Figures 3 and 8). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the remultiplexing system, as taught by Robinett, using 
the transmodulator components that receive programming signals (at a plurality of 
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tuners) from different sources at remote locations, as taught by Williams, for the 
purpose of broadcasting a large number of transponder signals associated with one or 
more satellites over the same cable line to one or more adjacent buildings (see Column 
3, Lines 24-27). 

Referring to claim 2, Robinett also discloses that the identification code is located 
with the transport packet (see Column 3, Lines 16-21) which includes a series of 
identification codes which contain and provide information relating to the packets of data 
in that stream of data (see Column 3, Line 53 through Column 4, Line 40). 

Referring to claim 3, Robinett also discloses that the identification code identifies 
the transport packet of the data stream (see again Column 3, Lines 16-21). 

Referring to claim 4, Robinett discloses that the identification codes are 
generated by re-using existing, superfluous data bits within the exiting transport packet 
syntax said bits replaced by the identification code or codes which identify the streams 
of data being received (see Column 4, Lines 62-67). 



Referring to claim 6, Robinett discloses that the identification codes for the 
multiple data streams are stored in a memory device and reference to said memory by 
the receiving allows the identification of each of the data streams with reference to the 
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identification codes accompanying the transmitted data streams (see Column 19, Line 
17 through Column 20, Line 51). 

Referring to claim 7, see the rejection of claim 1. 
Referring to claims 8-9, see the rejection of claim 3. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P. Salce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7301. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-6pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jason P Salce 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2623 
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